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V. What is the “heinous sin” referred to by Jessica in the extract? Is it really a “sin”? Give reasons
to justify your answer. (3)
V. How is Jessica unlike her father? What image of Jessica do you form after reading this extract?
(4)
SECTION-B: POETRY
Question-4

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

(=28 D -

Their dying fire in need of logs,

But the first one held hers back,
For, of the faces round the fire,

She noticed one was black.

What kind of prejudice does this stanza refer to? (3)

What is the symbolic significance of the phrase ‘dying fire’? (3)
What do the ‘logs’ imply here? (3)
Describe the nature of the poem. (3)
Do you think it is natural for a person to hate someone? What is your opinion? (4)

Question-5

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Old kasper took it from the boy,

Who stood expectant by;

And then the old man shook his head,

And, with a natural sigh,

“Tis some poor fellow’s skull,” said he who fell in the great victory.

a. Where was the skull found? Why does the speaker say that the skull was of some poor fellow?
(3)
b. How common were the skulls there? How do you know? (3)
¢.  What made the old man shake his head and sigh? (3)
d. What was told by the old man about his father? Describe. (3)
e. What is the irony used in the last line? Explain. (4)
Question-6

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
They sit and stare and stare and sit

Until they are hypnotized by it

Until they are absolutely drunk
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With all that shocking ghastly junk.

a. How does this stanza describe children’s fascination with television? (3)

b. How does children’s habit of watching television gives some relief to their elders in the house?
(3)

c. What does the phrase ‘all that shocking ghastly junk’ imply in the stanza? (3)

d.  Who are the people addressed by the poet? What is the advice given? (3)

e. Why does the poet feel pity on children who watch television? Describe (4)

SECTION-C: PROSE
QUESTION-7

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

There was a time when our people covered the land as the waves of a wind-ruffled sea cover its shell-
paved floor, but that time long since passed away with the greatness of tribes that are now but a
mournful memory. | will not dwell on, nor mourn over, our untimely decay, now reproach my paleface
brothers with hastening it, as we too may have been somewhat to blame.

a. What do you understand by “yonder sky that has the wept tears of compassion upon my
people”? (3)
b. Explain the metaphor that, shows how chief Seattle compared his people with that of whites. (3)
¢. Which offer was chief Seattle talking about here? Why was it generous to him? (3)
d. According to Seattle, why were the natives no longer in need of the vast land? (3)
e. Why did chief Seattle become sentimental while talking about the buying of land? (4)
QUESTION-8

Read the extract given below and answer thequestions that follow:

When there was a strong wind, the pine trees made sad, eerie sounds that kept most people to the

main road.

a.  What picture of the school is projected in the story ‘A face in the dark’? (3)

b.  Why was the school in which Mr. Oliver was working as a teacher called the ‘Eton of the East’?

3)

¢. What did Mr. Oliver see when he was returning to the school? (3)

d. How did Mr. Oliver react later? Describe. (3)

e. Write the character sketch of Mr. Oliver (4)
QUESTION-9

Answer the following questions with refence to O’ Henry story hearts and hands.

a.
b.
c.

What explanation was given by the other man to the young woman about Mr. Easton? (4)
Why did Miss Fairchild call Mr. Easton a ‘Dashing Western Hero’? (4)
The final twist in the story may not be expected by the readers. What is it? Describe.  (8)
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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION DEC-JAN 2018-19

STANDARD: IX MAX MARKS: 80

SUB:

English Language (English -1) MAX. TIME: 2Hrs
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes.

This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.

The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.

Attempt all five questions

Read the questions carefully and follow the same

The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets( )
THIS QUESTION PAPER CONTAINS 4 PRINTED SHEETS

Question 1
Write a composition on any ONE of the following: (20)
a) Write an original story that begins with the words — “The noise of thunder and rain
woke me up. | went to the window, looked out and saw...”
b) Narrate an incident when you witnessed and survived a natural disaster. What did you
feel at that time and later?
c) “Parents and teachers should let teenagers take their own decisions.” Express your
views either FOR or AGAINST the statement.
d) Describe a surprise birthday party organized by you. For whom did you organize it and
how far was it successful?
e) Study the picture given below. Write a short story or description or an account of what

the picture suggests to you. Your composition may be about the subject of the picture
or you may take suggestions from it; however, your composition must have a clear
connection with the picture.
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Question 2
Select ONE of the following: (10)

a) Write a letter to the Chairman of your Municipal Corporation drawing his/her attention
to the necessity of a children’s park in your area.

b) Write a letter to your friend on your achieving a personal goal. State why the goal was
important, how you achieved it and your feelings after achieving it.

Question 3 (5+5)

a) You are the secretary of the science club of your school. Write a notice in not more than
50words informing the students about the inter-school science exhibition to be held in
your school and requesting them to participate in it enthusiastically.

b) Write an email on the same subject to the principals of two neighboring schools
requesting them to send their students to participate in the event.

Question 4

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

Though the house and grounds of our home in India were Grandfather’s domain, the
magnificent old banyan tree was mine — chiefly because Grandfather, at the age of 65, could no
longer climb it. Grandmother used to tease him about this, and would speak of a certain
Countess of Desmond, an English-woman who lived at the age of 117, and would have lived
longer if she hadn’t fallen while climbing an apple tree, The spreading branches of the banyan
tree, which curved to the ground and took root again, forming a maze of arches, gave me
endless pleasure. The tree was older than the house, older then Grandfather, as old as the
town of Dehra, nestling in a valley at the foot of the Himalayas.

My first friend was a small grey squirrel. Aching its back and sniffing into the air, he seemed at
first to resent my invasion of his privacy. But, when he found that I did not arm myself with a
catapult or air-gun, he became friendlier. And, when | started leaving him pieces of cake and
biscuit, he grew bolder, and finally became familiar enough to take food from my hands.

Before long he was delving into my pockets and helping himself to whatever he could find. He
was a very young squirrel, and his friends and relatives probably thought him headstrong and
foolish for trusting a human.

In the spring, when the banyan tree was full of small red figs, birds of all kinds would flock into
its branches, the red-bottomed bulbul, cheerful and greedy; gossiping rosy-pastors; and
parrots, and crows, squabbling with each other all the time. During the fig season, the banyan
tree was the noisiest place on the road.

Half way up the tree | had built a small platform on which | would often spend the afternoons
when it wasn’t too hot. | could read there, propping myself up against the hole of the tree with
cushions taken from the drawing room. Treasure Island, Huck Finn, the Mowgli Stories, and the
novels of Edgar Wallace, Edgar Rice Burroughs and Louisa May Alcott made up my bag of very
mixed reading.
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When | didn’t want to read, | could look down through the banyan leaves at the world below, at
Grandmother hanging up or taking down the washing, at the cook quarreling with a fruit
vendor or at Grandfather grumbling at the hardy Indian marigolds which insisted on springing
up all over his very English garden. Usually nothing very exciting happened while | was in the
banyan tree, but on one particular afternoon | had enough excitement to last me through the
summer.

That was the time | saw a mongoose and a cobra fight to death in the garden, while | sat
directly above them in the banyan tree.

It was an April afternoon. And the warm breezes of approaching summer had sent everyone,
including Grandfather, indoors. | was feeling drowsy myself and was wondering if | should go to
the pond behind the house for a swim, when | saw a huge black cobra gliding out of a clump of
cactus and making for some cooler part of the garden. At the same time a mongoose (whom |
had often seen) emerged from the bushes and went straight for the cobra.

In a clearing beneath the tree, in bright sunshine, they came face to face.

The cobra knows only too well that the grey mongoose, three feet long, was a superb fighter,
clever and aggressive. But the cobra was a skillful and experienced fighter too. He could move
swiftly and strike with the speed of light, and the sacks behind his long, sharp fangs were full of
deadly venom.

It was to be a battle of champions.

a) Give the meaning of each of the following words as used in the passage. One-word

answers or short phrases are also accepted. (3)

i)  Resent

ii)  Delving

iii)  Drowsy

b) Answer the following questions:

i) Why was the banyan tree the narrator’s domain? (2)
ii)  What did grandmother tease grandfather about? (2)
iiiy  How did the narrator become friendlier with the squirrel? (2)
iv)  What kind of birds would flock to the banyan tree in spring? (1)
v)  What did the narrator do when he didn’t read? (2)

c) In not more than 50 words, describe how the narrator used to spend time on the small
Platform (8)
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Question 5

a) Fillin each of the numbered blanks with the correct form of the word or phrase given in
brackets. Do not copy the passage but write in correct serial order the word or phrase
appropriate to the black space. (4)

In one of the less crowded ghats, a princess (1) (come) in a palanquin (2) (cover) with a
(3) (glitter) cloth of gold and (4) (carry) by six red-liveried attendants.

A large barge (5) (wait) for her. The barge was like Noah’s Ark (6) (decorate) with red
curtains. The manager of the royal household (7) (push) the crowd and (8) (lead) the
princess and her companions through a passageway made of canvas to the barge.

b) Fill in the blanks with appropriate words. (4)
1. The arrogant man had brought the curse himself.
2. They were having a picnic the park.
3. We bought some bread the supermarket.
4. The boy was sorry his rude behavior.
5. Failure and success are two sides the same coin.
6. |saw pride and happiness my father’s face.
7. The pilot and his team control the aircraft the cockpit.
8. Itis our duty to protest injustice.
c) Join the following sentences without using and, but or so: (4)

1. He completed the work on time. There were many obstacles.
2. He fled somewhere. His pursuers could not follow him.
3. There was little hope of success. They decided to perform the operation.
4. Heis rich. He is miserable.
d) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each of them.
Make other changes that may be necessary, but do not alter the meaning of the

sentence. (8)
1. Sam had given a book to Ria. [change to passive voice]
2. He said, “Bravo! You have done well.” [Begin: He applauded....]
3. Greenland is the largest island in the world. [Use: as large as]
4. He gave them not only a house but some land. [Begin: Besides....]
5. If I had known her address, | would have sent her an invitation.  [Begin: Had....]
6. The thief should confess or he will be sentenced.  [Begin: Unless....]
7. The mob blocked off the road. Immediately, the police camein.  [Use: No

sooner....]
8. Gullible as he is, he was not taken in by the fraud. [Begin: In spite of....]
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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION DEC-JAN 2018-19
STANDARD: IX MAX MARKS: 80
SUB: Literature in English (English -2) MAX. TIME: 2Hrs

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
e Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.

e You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes.

e This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.

e The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.

e Attempt five questions in all. You must attempt one question from each of the sections
A, B, and C and NOT more than two other questions from the three sections

e Read the questions carefully and follow the same system of numbering as given in the
question paper

e The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets( )

THIS QUESTION PAPER CONTAINS 4 PRINTED SHEETS

SECTION A: DRAMA
Question-1

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow (16 marks)

Morocco: Mislike me not for my complexion,

The shadow’d livery of the burnished sun

To whom | am a neighbor and near bred.

Bring me the fairest creature northwards born,

Where Phoebus’ fire scarce thaws the icicles,

and let us make incision for your love,

to prove whose blood is reddest, his or mine.

1 tell thee, lady, this aspect of mine

Hath fear’d the valiant: by my love, | swear

The best-regardedvirgins of our clime

Have loved it too: | would not change this hue,

Except to steal your thoughts, my gentle queen.

Portia: in terms of choice | am not solely led

by nice direction of a maiden’s eyes:

besides, the lottery of my destiny

bars me the right of voluntary choosing:
a) Where does this scene take place? Why is Morocco present in the scene? (3)
b) What is “the lottery of my destiny”? What does Portia say about it? (3)
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c) Mention any three actions that Morocco says he would be happy to perform in order to win

Portia. (3)
d) What does Morocco have to swear before he makes his ‘hazard’? (3)
e) What does the extract show about Morocco’s appearance? What can you conclude about his
character from the above passage? (4)
Question 2
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow (16 marks)

Gobbo: Her name is Margery, indeed; I'll be sworn, if thou be Launcelot, thou art mine own flesh and
blood. Lord worshipped might he be! What a beard thou hast got! Thou hast got more hair on thy chin
than Dobbin my fill-horse has on his tail.

Launcelot: (Rising) It should seem, then that Dobbin’s tail grows backward; | am sure he had more hair
of his tail than | have of my face when [ last saw him.

Gobbo: Lord, how art thou changed! How dost thou and thy master agree? | have brought him a
present. How ‘gree you now?

. Whois “Margery” referred to in the extract? How does old Gobbo come to know that Launcelot

is his son? (3)
Il With what does old Gobbo compare Launcelot’s beard? What is Launcelot’s reply to his
comparison? (3)
Il Why does old Gobbo say that Launcelot has changed? What does he feel about the relationship
between Launcelot and his master? (3)
V.. For whom has old Gobbo brought a present? To whom does Launcelot ask his father to give the
present? Why? (3)
V. Briefly describe with any two examples the playful character of Launcelot. (4)
Question 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow (16 marks)

Launcelot: Adieu! Tears exhibit my tongue. Most beautiful pagan, most sweet Jew! If a Christian do not
play the knave and get thee, | am much deceived. But, adieu: these foolish drops do somewhat drown
my manly spirit: adieu.

Jessica: Farewell good Launcelot.

Alack, what heinous sin is it in me

to be ashamed to be my father’s child!
but though | am a daughter to his blood,
I am not to his manners.

. To whom does Launcelot bid goodbye? Why? (3)
Il.  What does Launcelot mean when he says, “tears exhibit my tongue”? (3)
. Who is the “Christian” referred to in the extract by Launcelot? What according to Launcelot is
the Christian likely to do with the “most beautiful pagan”? (3)




